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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 June 2004 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 o.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1-1 5 and 17-23 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 5-7.10 and 17-23 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-4.8.9 and 11-15 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)0 All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information on the IDS filed 5/23/2002 has been considered based on 
submission of the missing documents. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The rejection of claims 1 -4 and 8-9 under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, has 
been withdrawn based on Applicant's comments. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 11-13, 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hossainy et al. (6,153,252). 

Examiner maintains the rejection. 

Regarding new limitations requiring a conformal coating on a 3-D substrate, Examiner 
notes that Hossainy teaches coating a stents, which are 3-D, with a film-forming layer, 
which is conformal. 



5. The rejection of claims 1 and 8 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Versteeg et al. (5,451,260) has been withdrawn based on Applicant's amendments. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U. S. Code not included in this action 
be found in a prior Office action. 



7. Claims 1-4, 8, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hossainy et al. in view of Versteeg et al. 
Examiner maintains the rejection. 

Regarding new limitations requiring a conformal coating on a 3-D substrate, Examiner 
notes that Hossainy teaches coating a stents, which are 3-D, with a film-forming layer, 
which is conformal. 



8. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Hossainy 
in view of Versteeg as applied to claims 1 , 3-4, and 8 above, and further in view of 
Tedechi. 

Examiner maintains the rejection. 



Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed 6/21/2004 regarding the Hossainy reference have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Hossainy does not show or suggest the claimed micro-droplet 
process using isotropically impacting micro-droplets to conformally coat a 3-D substrate 
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because Hossainy expressly states that their coating mechanism is based upon fluid 
flow through passages to prevent blocking. 
Examiner disagrees. 

As outlined in the previous office action, since Hossainy teaches the use of the same 
Sono-Tek ultrasonic nozzle to form micron-sized droplets for forming a film coating, 
which is conformal, on a stent substrate, which is 3-D, using the same volatile liquid and 
"cloud" coating formation as Applicant, the microdroplets of Hossainy must inherently 
impact "isotropically" on the stent in the same manner as in Applicant's claimed method. 
While Applicant argues that the coating of Hossainy merely flows through the stent 
passages, Examiner notes that Example 6 teaches coating the stent in a spray cloud, 
just as is done by Applicant, with a dwell time of 15-40 seconds. 



Conclusion 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated any new ground(s) of rejection presented ii 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 



Application/Control Number: 10/084,293 Page 
Art Unit: 1762 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer K Michener whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1424. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday and 
alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shrive P. Beck can be reached on 571-272-1415. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jennifer Kolb Michener 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 1700 
August 30, 2004 




